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The United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) assists Developing Countries (DCs) 
and transition economies in order to promote industrial development and international cooperation amongst 
enterprises and institutions. With its 46 offices based in DCs and in cooperation with 169 member 
countries, UNIDO pursues these objectives through the mobilization of human, financial and technological 
resources that can promote productive employment and economic progress that respects ecological and 
environmental issues. Moreover, UNIDO has 842 officers, 47 National Cleaner Production Centers, 7 
ITPO (Investment and Technology Promotion Offices) around the world and 385 million USD worth of 
investments in projects and programs. 

Currently Mr. Li Yong, former Deputy Minister of Finance of the People’s Republic of China, is the 
Director General of UNIDO. 

In particular, UNIDO ITPO (Office for the Promotion of Technology and Investment) Italy, based in 
Rome, has been operating since 1987 under an agreement signed between UNIDO and the Italian 
Government. Its mandate is to contribute to the industrial development and economic growth of developing 
countries by acting as an intermediary between companies in developing countries and Italian firms, in order 
to foster the establishment of partnerships and the improvement of technological and qualitative standards. 

In this framework, ITPO Italy has also launched specific programs of industrial development aimed at 
involving various sectors in which Italy excels, such as agribusiness, textiles, leather and tanning industry, 
environment and renewable energy. 

The support provided is directed on one hand to the companies through the identification and promotion of 
industrial projects and the assistance to negotiations in occasion of study tours, company visits, BtoB 
meetings and sector fairs; on the other hand to institutions through various capacity building activities, for 
example the “Delegate Program”, in which ITPO Italy hosts representatives of developing countries at its 
offices, in order to support and promote the activities of their countries of origin. 

Our major Italian partners and donors include the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International 
Cooperation, the Ministry of Economic Development, the Ministry of Environment. 

Since 2004, Mrs. Diana Battaggia is the Director of UNIDO ITPO Italy. 

 

 

For more information please visit www.unido.it 

 


